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Honors on the Rise: Omicron Delta Kappa 

For many students, the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire is much more than an 

education or a home away from home. It is a place that has allowed them to attain their dreams 

and launched them into the real world with a passion for their work and other people. One of 

these students is senior Rachel Kornhoff. Kornhoff is a motivated and successful woman who 

has made the best of her four years at UWEC. Kornhoff explains that what pushed her to be 

better and allowed her to become more than she ever hoped for was, “being a part of Omicron 

Delta Kappa and stepping up to be President my senior year.” 

 Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK) is an honor society present on over 300 campuses across 

the United States. This honor society recognizes students who achieve greatness in more than 

just academics. Students who are members of ODK have excelled at just more than their school 

work. They are strong in areas of athletics, campus or 

community service, religious activities, student government, 

the mass media, journalism and speech. Simply, ODK 

emphasizes well rounded and developed people; it’s not 

about being good at just one thing it’s about being well-

rounded. Kornhoff exemplifies this well. Kornhoff said she 

felt she, “owed it to her campus to be more involved.” So she 

became president of ODK, a water ski and wakeboard club 

board member, and a leader on and off campus.  

By now you are probably thinking, well this still 

sounds just like every other honor society to me so why join 

this one? That’s exactly what Kornhoff thought. She was 

already a member of a few other honor societies by the time she received an offer from ODK but 

noticed, “The other honor societies didn’t require participation and they didn’t offer many 

opportunities to get involved.” While nervously sitting in the interview room talking with current 

members of ODK Kornhoff quickly realized, “this honor society wasn’t like all the others.” The 

students who are involved in ODK at UWEC are intelligent and are seeking out opportunities 

that will lead them to bright futures, but most importantly these people have big hearts and want 

to better the community. When you meet Kornhoff you can tell she has a big heart for others and 

wants to help them excel within their own passions. This is also evident in her chosen career, 

special education. “Without ODK I would not have had as many opportunities to grow as a 

leader as well as a person and I wouldn’t have many of the experiences I have had that will help 

me in my teaching career,” said Kornoff. ODK strives to take the leaders on campus and give 

them a place to lead and to serve others. This is exactly what Kornhoff has done with her 

involvement in ODK. “Experiences and opportunities can change your life if you let them,” said 

Kornhoff.   



The nature of ODK especially at UWEC provides every member with a leadership role. 

This isn’t an honor society that you can simply pay your dues and never participate in; ODK 

wants to provide a life changing experience, not just a line on your resume. ODK has recently 

sent out its invitations to students who qualify; next week the interview process begins. So for 

those of you who have received offers, don’t let this opportunity pass you by, as Kornhoff said, 

“I am sure you’ll be surprised by everything you can do right here in Eau Claire with the help of 

ODK.” For the rest of you “spend this spring semester getting involved and participating in the 

opportunities that surround you, work hard on your studies and be proud when you get an offer 

next year. That’s all the advice I can give you. The rest is up to you to do, but I sincerely hope 

you all strive for greatness whether it’s through ODK or other campus organizations and 

activities.” 

 


